Tactical Decision Game #00-5

A Bridge to Westcott

by Capt Jeffery M. Opsitos

Situation

You are the commander of Com-
pany G, 2d Battalion, 2d Marines.
Your company is at table of organi-
zation strength. You are mounted
on AAVs and have a platoon of
tanks attached. You have been
tasked as the advance guard in a
battalion movement to contact to-
ward the village of Westcott. Within
the last 24 hours, the enemy has
withdrawn to the north, breaking
contact. Your battalion is advancing
north to regain contact in order to
bring the enemy to battle and de-
stroy him. Up to this point, enemy
resistance has been limited to a
brief contact with a platoon-size
unit approximately 20 kilometers
(km) south of Westcott. The enemy
unit was traveling in BTRs and
broke contact to the north along
Rte. 2. The S-2 believes what we hit

was part of a rear guard of a battal-
ion mechanized/motorized force.

Terrain is made up of several
large hill masses, a north/south riv-
er, which is fordable during the cur-
rent dry season, and two unim-
proved roads trafficable by wheeled
vehicles. Vegetation has patches of
mature hardwood forests with
sparse, grassy fields in the open ar-
eas. The swampy low ground directly
south of Westcott is not trafficable to
mechanized assets and is slow-go by
foot.

You've just received word from
your lead platoon commander that
he is in contact with what he be-
lieves to be a squad-size element lo-
cated in the vicinity of Hill 130. The
platoon commander reports that his
lead track is “down hard,” and he is
currently dismounting in attempt to
clear the enemy from Hill 130. In

his last transmission to you, he said
that he could see dust clouds to the
north approximately 4km away.
Your current position is with the
company’s main body, which is 2km
from the Krause River. The forward
air controller tells you that a section
of Cobra’s is en route and will be
there in approximately 7 minutes.

Requirement

In a time limit of 5 minutes pre-
pare a frag order that you would pass
to your subordinates, to include your
intent. Include any reports that you
would make to battalion and com-
plete the graphic with your actions
for the company. Be prepared to
provide a brief explanation of your
solution. Submit your solution to
Marine Corps Gazette, TDG #00-5,
P.O. Box 1775, Quantico, VA 22134
or fax 703-630-9147.

For more detailed information on the struc-
ture of Marine Corps units, Marine Corps
equipment, and symbols used in TDG
sketches, see MCG, Oct94, pp. 53-56 and
the modification reported in Jan95, p. 5.
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